
July 10, 2018 

Bishop’s Committee Meeting Minutes (as approved at Aug meeting) 

St. Benedict Episcopal Church 

Present:  Dan Renfroe, Vicar’s Warden; Collie Liska, People’s Warden; BC Members Doretha Mowery, 

Gretchen O’Connor, Patti Ruby, Paul Seabert, and Nancy Zabel; Fr. Ed Lovelady, Vicar; Fran Frodsham 

and Don LaFord, Co-Treasurers; Spencer Daniels, Clerk to the BC; Connor Renfroe; Kathy Baros-Friedt.  

BC Members absent:  Bob Knudson and Jeff Zahir.  The meeting was opened in prayer at 6:31 p.m. 

Minutes:  M/S/P to approve the minutes of the June 2018 BC meeting as written. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The budget is just about on target—we are at 54% of pledged income and are 

$23,668 under budget.  We recently learned that churches can deduct money placed in the diocesan 

investment fund (DIF) from their diocesan assessments.  Since we placed about $95,000 in the DIF over 

the past year, this should result in no further assessments this year.  Fran and Collie will be meeting with 

the diocese to straighten out discrepancies what the DIF accounts show. 

Vicar’s Report:  Fr. Ed sent information about the congregational development grants to ministry leaders 

and hasn’t heard from anyone yet.  We may apply for a grant regarding the sound system.  Several folks 

have expressed interest in attending the diocesan leadership conference in October.  It does not appear 

that anyone from the diocese will be coming to talk to us about becoming a parish.  If the BC thinks we 

should go ahead with this, we need to have a congregational meeting about it.  Collie will get a list of the 

differences in control and finances between a parish and a mission from the diocese.  Fran and Larry 

Frodsham will be on vacation beginning July 22—Don will check the mailbox. 

Social Justice Ministry:  Kathy Baros-Friedt reported on the various events being sponsored by Interfaith 

Works during the summer and fall and will put up a sign-up sheet in the hallway.  The kitchen at the 

Salvation Army, where several congregations volunteer to prepare community meals, is in need of 

serious repair and is asking for financial help.  St. Michaels Catholic Church will match any contributions.  

It was decided to refer this item to the Outreach Committee, and Kathy will discuss it with Jody Keys, 

head of the Outreach ministry. 

Building Items:  (1) The four new plastic tables and plastic chairs are here.  Cost was $1666.  Spencer 

reported that Caroline Madden will buy cloth tablecloths for them (from the reception committee 

budget). (2) Sound system—Paul will be talking to the sound system guru tomorrow at Music in the 

Park. (3) Roof—Don has samples of the materials to repair the skylight areas and will do one skylight 

next week. (4) Sewer—Don talked to one company regarding design of the sewer.  This is expected to 

cost $8,000 to $10,000.  An additional $12,000 to $15,000 would be needed to execute any design. 

Chaplains at the Harbor:  Fran noted the exceptional work of Chaplains at the Harbor ministry in Grays 

Harbor County and suggested St. B give some funds to help support their work.  Moved to give $5,000.  

Motion was withdrawn.  Instead, we will refer the matter to the Outreach Committee, with a BC 

recommendation of a $5,000 donation.  It was noted that if this is to become an annual donation, we 

should include it in the budget. 

Financial Institutions:  Fr. Ed raised the issue of whether St. B should explore changing its financial 

institution.  The Finance Committee will investigate and discuss. 



Seminary Scholarship:  M/S/P to provide $2,000 to support the seminary training of Andy Sloan.  This 

would be in addition to any funds he might receive from the Alkins Scholarship fund. 

Political Initiatives:  Some BC members have received concerns about the recent distribution of non-

partisan political initiatives at church.  While Fr. Ed indicated this was permissible when the issue had 

been raised, it was unclear where the BC stood on the matter.  Fr. Ed noted that we cannot distinguish 

among initiatives—if one is allowed, all must be allowed.  A resolution regarding the matter was 

presented.  Patti requested adding language “to ask questions or” [to sign . . .].  Moved to approve the 

resolution with this amendment.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Instead, it was decided to 

disseminate the resolution to the congregation and ask them to provide feedback to BC members. 

Pew Cards:  Nancy reported that we need to re-order pew cards or the existing company will destroy our 

artwork.  Larry will investigate the cost for the existing company or a local one. 

Good of the Order:  (1) Fr Ed’s back is improving, but Debbie is still in assisted living.  (2) Spencer 

reported that David Kindle’s physical therapy for his injured shoulder is going well.  He also noted we 

will have another welcome back dinner in September. 

The meeting was adjourned in prayer at 8:19 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Spencer W. Daniels, Clerk to the BC 


